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SANSOM STREOT

PLM EXPLAINED

Councils Hear the Public
Ledger Co. Request to

Connect Buildings

OPPOSITION HAS FADED

Traffic Not Interrupted by the
Bridge and Tunnel

Proposal

The question of the connections be-

tween tho Curtis Building and the pro

,!- -

posed $5,000,000 twin structure of tho.
Public Ledger Company, to occupy
the block between Sixth and Seventh,
Walnut and Sansonvstreets, came up,

for a hearing 'yesterday In City Hall
before tho Jqln Committee on Finance
and Surveys., The proposal was for a
nominal vacating of Sansom street In

order that- communication between
tho two great structures might bo had
by bridges and tunnels. "While no
suggestion had been made that tho
street was to bo closed. It was the
erroneous view thai such was the case

U .. 41... I..-- !.. . ttmnatltn TWIllAl
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V developed at yesterday's meeting.

Another hearing will tako place next
Monday afternoon.

Company Welcomes Amendments
Chairman .ToaephVlVGaffney, of the

Finance Committee, prcslded-an- d .Ro-
bert E. Lamberton, chairman of the,

Surveys Committee, sat at his right
hand. Frank Rogers Donahue, coun-

sel for tho publishing companies, was
the first speaker. The resolution and
the ordinance Tiad been drafted by the
city authorities, he said, and the com-

panies welcomed any amendments
that would insure the legal rights
of the people and his clients. When
that situation had been made clear
several Councilmen. suggested that an
ordinance might be drafted embody-

ing all the desires of tho publishing
companies without technically striking
theWeet from the city plan.

In opening the meeting Mr. OalTney

suggested that advocates of tho ordi-

nance speak first. Mr;- Donahue then
arose and spoke more than a half hour,
outlining completely the, plans of the
publishing companies, what was desired
In connection wUh SMiibm street and
how the constructlon.of tViaf new building
would guard Independence Halt ngainfct
a Are hazard. Mr. .Donahue spoke,. In

part, as follows:
"About of this- new build-

ing and the space renulred when com-
plete will be devoted to nn nirtlltorluin.

t seating 3000 to 3500 people. In which It
Is proposed to conduct public concertc,
at which such organizations iih the Phil-
adelphia Orchestra will come down to
this .district nnd play for the public at
nominal nrlces and by other organiza
tions .free of cost to those attencllns
same. J' v

' ( No Traffic. Objfctlnn
''At the request nf 'J1i c''- - miiolnls

a traffic rrpoTt w mi"1" v"i i

beeni embodied In h onilniHc"-- : nnd I

Want to say for the benefit of t'," a,

and those present that thN
prepared from wlmt m'ght 1

termed an adverse stmdpolilf. Some of
the criticism .that has been made of this
project was foreseen over a venr ago,
when ft was first This report
wasmade with th leiv nf determining
whether there could be any renl valid
trafflo'ObJectlon to this project.

"It' lasted ,for a peflprt of, eight days
as shown In this report', the ofTlclal copy
of which will' be given to the rotnmltees,
and It 'shows ns stated In the ordinance
that 90 per cent of the pedestrjnn traniq
ls-- td the Cprtls' Building nnd 80 per
esnt of the vehicular tranlc Is either to
the Curtis or the T'tmllc Ledger Build-
ings.' When these, buildings nre com-
pleted, the Curtis Publishing Company,
Which1 la the owner of the new..bulldlng

i;& Sr Seventh streets, will be the only abutting
, OTC111U ,UII UlO owmh. mile, ..III Ul X UUIC
Ledger Company will be the only abut- -

&& linar owner uii ma nui in oiun.
V t Jtt A. W....I. Ct.t. u.j waia ww" jv tjo.0 ui direct

'In other words, the two companies
$. will, own each side of tho street to the

Xii exoluilonof every other tenant or owner..
rH? "At the present time, the wagons and.
1ffr trucks of the P.uhllc Lcdger,"Company,

as :0U know, 'have oeeV'ccnterlnir oh
If-- Sltth-stree- At-- times there are perhaps
KiV twenty-fiv- e, thirty or forty' of these

IwfiSr vehicles on mat streets wiucn results
Or, as you mo Know in some obstruction.
qp Under the new plan and the proposed
n me' of Sansom street, the vehicles will

be placed In Sansom street. All service
from the Publlo Ledger Building and
from the Curtis .Building, will be ex-
clusively on Sansom street, thus remov-
ing all that traffld-fro- Sixth and Chest,
nut streets.

''As I stated In opening, the Sixth,
street wall of the new building will go
back an average of ten to twelve feet,
tree t cost to the city.

?'The Curtis Building, which Is com-
pleted, Is ten to twelve feet back oft the
old, line of the Ledger Buildings now.
Thit wall was put back voluntarily nt

t the suggestion of Mr. Curtis when this
present Dunuins a erected, without
cost to the city and without the sugges-Am-- 1

believe, of any city official.
Hche permanent line on Chestnut

street Is to be sixty feet Five feet is

The
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to bo taken from each side, and xra are tlon of the authorities. We hare no 4e- -
prepared to put the building back on
the new line on Chestnut street without,
of course, claiming any damages what-
ever from the city.

"The building Is to be ten stories In
height, a duplicate in size, design and
construction of the present Curtis
BUlIdlng, and It Is proposed to start
the construction of that building about
the first of tho year, or as soon as the
details can be completed.

Never rroposert to Shot Street
"I want to say right here for the In-

formation of those who have taken an
Interest tn this matter that It has never
been proposed to shut oft .Sansom street
from any one wanting to go driving "or
walking through there nnd look on
Independence Hall. You eentlemen. ns
Liuslness men, will realize how tmposlble
it would be for the company to close
'Sansom street, for tho newspaper
at the highest point of activity at
2' or o'clock In the morning, to have
this street cut oft' for vehicles.

"I want to say further that the present
assessed valuation of thh bloclt from
Chestnut to Sansom, Sixth to Seventh,
Is approximately $1,800,000. The as-
sessment of the present Curtis Build
ing, completed some years ago. Is ap-
proximating $4, 800,000, and It is fair to
assume that when this Publlo Ledger
Building is completed the assessment
will perhaps run Into five or six million
dollars after the large sum for cost of
completion Is spent.

'That means, gentlemen, an Increased
assessment and consequent increased
payment' of taxes to the city of Phila-
delphia of a sum approximately $100,-00- 0

to JlGOiOOO a year, not to mention
tho enhancing fact as to tho value of
the surrounding property. And I might
say that this has been demonstrated
,by,the present Curtis Building now on
the site from Sansom to Walnut. It
has resulted in arresting tho hand of
deterorlatlon, at least in value. You will
recall that the Tenn- Mutual Building
was erected at tho southeast corner
of lxth and Walnut streets, believe,
after the present Curtis Building or
after tho project was made.

'These are tho material conditions
that should' affect your Judgment. But,
aside from mat. we feel that Is a
nieultorlous request that has Justifica-
tion fbr it. We will perhaps be the
most exclusive users of this1 street for
our trucks, wagons and employes of our
Duiaing.- -

John C. Jrartln. secretary and treas
urer of tho Public Ledger Company, rep
resenting Cyrus H. IC Curtis, president
or tne two companies, announced that all
the companies desired was the right to
go over and under the street, however
that might be accomplished legally.

Xo Desire to Close Street
"The question of vacating Sansom street

was suggested by the city authorities,"
air. Jlartln said. "I mean tnat Mr. Al-

bright (chief of the Surveys' Bureau)
and Mr, Datesman (Public Works Di
rector) suggested It as tho best way of
accomplishing It. We have no desire to
close up tho street as stated. Wo do
want the right to go over and cut under
without having to take it up each ttmo
with Councils.

"Wo had no desire to put up gates.
These were, designed also at the sugges- -
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slre to close vp Sansom street, but using
it as we do at all hours we shah keep It
open."

Richard J, Beamish, directing editor of
the Philadelphia Press, who was looked
upon as leading the opposition, was then
addressed by William 13. Flnley, Select
Councilman from the Thirty-nint- h Ward.

"Th Txdrar noole have come here
out of fairness to state their side of the
question." Mr. Flnley said. "I do not
know who Mr. Beamish represents, the
Tra ni-- h nubile, but think Mr.
Beamish should state his side of the
question.

'There may be an objection which
Mr. Beamish has covered up which the
Ledger people should be able to meet.
It is out of fairness to the Philadelphia
public that Mr. Beamish should state
his side of the question.

"Porbnnn when there Is another ordi
nance submitted by the PVBUO LEDOEn
Mr. Beamish may have another objec-

tion. I do not like to see any two-ce-

newspaper try to make capital out of
.mother two-ce- newspaper. It's small
town stuff."

n.ri.. rf. Select Councilman from
the Seventh Ward, then Jnterpotated a
question whether Mr. Beamish would be
willing to Wltnaraw nis oujet-un-

.

Beamish then saia:
"r rmresent no one but myself. I

would say offhand that the vacation of
such an Important street as Sansom
street Is to Philadelphia is me principal
objection. Tho city Bnouia nave su
preme right over mat inorougmaic
agree that the Pum-i- Lkdobr and the
Curtis Publishing Company,, for all
nMn.1- - men of their business, should
have all the avenues they need open to
them. It Is an Important ana Deauwui
building, but I take the position person- -

.11.. 4i.of lu rltv or rni aaeipnia. enuum
.-- .-... lb nunreme rlclit to that
tiAiniiffhfnre.

Tho fnllrvwlnr dialogue then took
place:

Mr rinnnniiK T submit he Is not
answering any part of. Mr. Seger's quea

Mr. Gaffney 'The only question Is

one of control and custody of that street
to remain In the city."

Mr. Seger "Why not answer yes or.
no? Would you, Mr; Beamish, be satis,
fled to withdraw your objection to an,
ordinance that gives them all the priv-
ileges they wanted, with the exception
of the vacation of the street?"

Mr. Beamish "I would personally be
favorable to an ordinance giving them
all the rights that have here been named
with the exception of the vacation of th
street,"

William J. Campbell, of the City His-
tory Society of Philadelphia, spoke In
part, as follows:

"Philadelphia Is .noted for Improve-
ments. Here Is ono of the greatest that
has been heard of for many years, and
If It were necessary to give the whole
street to this company and I am not
Interested In' this company they do not
know I am here we ought to do any-
thing to favor this great public improve-
ment I went at 3 o'clock on Friday
through tho street and I was the only
man who went through it. Anything
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The new Spring
styles are now on
display in our
windows.
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Copyright, 1919, A. B.'KiVichbaum Corapanj

In Blue, Brown, Grey
and Green Flannels

SEAMED-WAIS- T

SACK SUITS
The Work of the Kirschbaum Shops

MADE both sirtgle and
the

young men's styles of the season.
In fine all-wo-

ol flannels, quarter
lined with iridescent silks. A look
at them will tell what exceptional
values they are at

THE JOHN GA1SWORTHY $6
An Individual K. &.F. Spring Hat

An unusually smart soft hat for young men. Made'of
the finest materials in ten new, colors; including Navy
Blue 6. Other felt hats and derbies, 4 to 10.

Topcoats in Tweeds
and Homespunsi$30.

i:1204 CHESTNUT ST.
11 SOUTH 15 th ST.
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should be dono to get 'this wonderful
thing for Philadelphia."

Daniel Crawford, president of the
Operative Builders' Association, said:

"I think I can say that Mr. Curtis
wants to build something which will be a
a monument to himself nnd a credit to
the city, and will bring back to the city
very handsomely In the way of return.
Tho gentlemen havo been talking about
the city retaining the title to the bed of
that street. It has always been my un-
derstanding that any right that comes
either under or over the bed of a. high
way can be rescinded by Council.

"I do not want to set myself up as an
authority on that, but I feel that It Is
true. The .building that Mr. Curtis pro-
poses to erect Is more than a bridge
across the street. Councils have granted
In many Instances tho privilege of build-
ing bridges across the street or building
tunnels under the street to connect two
buildings, and In most cases that I know
of In this city they have been merely a
temporary affair, perhaps a steel bridge
or a brick tunnel under the street. It
did not mean very much. If the privilege
was not rescinded It would not affect
greatly the value of the building.

Argues for Easement
"It Is not safe for Mr. Curtis or any

being to build the permanent structure
that he proposes to put there nnd not
have ownership In the bed of that
street, and he is perfectly wllltng, from
wnat i understand here, to permit an
easement of the street so that pedes-
trians would have tho right and vehi
cles have the right forever to go
through. While I am not a lawyer
and do not propose to set myself up ns
an authority, I hava had somo experi
ence In closing streets. If it ever be-

came necessary to dispose of those
properties I realize that that question
of title would arise, which Is a mighty
Important one with Mr. Curtis right
now. From the remarks I havo heard
the city of Philadelphia will retain all
that Is necessary for it to retain if
thero is the agreement incorporated In
this ordinance to permit of this case-
ment I have referred to.

"Mr. Donahue has been asked as to
the value of what Mr. Curtis Is giving
up compared with the value tho city
was giving up. While I do hot set my
self up as an expert of that item, I

have made' a little calculation! I figure
he Is giving up 2500 feet on Sixth street
and SOOO feet on Chestnut street at a
value of not less than 20 a foot, or
$90,000, and If he were to go Into court
nnd claim damages his damages would
be three times that. If you give lilm
Sansom street you give 16,000 square
feet. I think a fair price for Sansom
street, located as It Is, would be not over
$5 a foot, or $80,000.

"I am using those figures merely as
a comparison, aansom street ib uuv
worth over 25 per cent of the value of
the frontage of Chestnut street and
Sixth street make the figures anything
you like. Mr. Curtis Is giving to the
city just ns mucn. in vmuo m "i
ground as he Is getting back."

Arnold W. Brunncr, architect of the
new building, said:

"Of course It would be Impossible to
close Sansom street physically to build
tho butldtnic and preserve the Curtis
Building. Nobody's idea for a mlnuto.
It could not bo done without ruining
the whole property. What Is necessary
Is to have the privilege to put bridges
he"re and there, as the business of these
two great Institutions Increases, w that
they can connect one building with the
other. It Is also necessary for their
business to connect Sansom street and
havo certain rights under the roadway
which, of course, won't hurt anybody.
As I understood It from Mr. Roberts,
from tho engineer, the way to secure
those advantages was to ask for tho
vacation of the' street, a legal term I do
not understand.

Not Asking for Damages
"These two buildings with these' two

great egresses will free Sansom street
as It has never been freed before, and
we aro giving space on all sides, even
on Chestnut street, whero we nre going
back beyond your legal line and asking
no damages."

I.0U1B C. Block, of the Philadelphia
Automobile Trade Association, said:

".lust a few words. In the first place
we have talked of the Increased revenue
from taxes, the improvement that the
building would be to the city nnd the
Improvement of the locality, of public
enterrlso and so on. To my way of i

thinking these things are a secondary i
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NOTE and mora tntn are refusing ta
Judge cigarette by its price or by 4 fancy,

xp.nslv. box. On proof of this is the growing
lesdsrthlp of Fatimas. In spit of thtlr lovrsr
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taste. bttor ytt, they lave a man fsellng
as he ehonUS fiat eyen if hacmoVM
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the Curtis Company and tho Public
Ledger Company having nil the Im-
provements they want. But It comes
down to the fact whether tho publlo has
the right to glvo any to any cor-
poration or body, and tha mnln big factis thai, the city of Philadelphia has toofew streets to tako care of the
TrnfTlo conditions are going to becomeworso from time to time as time goes

Ira D. Carman, Select Councilman
foZwsi K0r,y-S,xt- h Ward.

"I want to say I am thoroughlyacquainted with tho district. It seem"
to me that Sansom street from Sixth toBrosd street In a very valuable fran-chise today. Instead of closing it, thoImportant thing would bo to open San-
som street to a more thorough budness
section. Sansom street from Tenth to

Twelfth street Is one of the busiest
streets today and ought to be well paved
and small shops should be opened thete
to take trafflo off Chestnut street." .

PROBE MILK CO. FAILURE

New York Prosecutor Will Delve Into

"Farmers'" Accounts
New York, April 1. Tho

Doe" Inquiry Into tho high cost of milk
here took a new turn yesterday,
when Assistant District Attorney Dool-In- g,

who Is conducting the Inquiry, an-

nounced he proposed to Investigate the
causes for the recent appointment of re-

ceivers for tho Milk Pro-
ducers' Marketing Association and
Country Milk Company, quit bus-

iness with liabilities of nearly $400,000.
Roswell D. Cooper, president of the
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two concerns. At hearings In
with the January milk, strike
was charged the" companies vh'organized by farmers for th; oKi
pose of forcing milk distributors, to
their terms, and had been dlseo:
as soon as this result was acco:
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